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Foreword

From the beginning of the Meiji Era, the Royal Family has played an important role in
relations with foreign countries. International friendly relations have been remarkable since
1952 when the peace treaty was concluded, and brought a variety of gifts from countries
around the world.

In this exhibition, we will select and display the metalwork pieces which are substantial in
both quality and quantity. Precious metals such as gold and silver have been valued by
various nations for their eternal shine, which is probably why they were chosen for gifts.

Most of them are fit to be called Court Craft, excessively decorated with auspicious
designs which are applied using various techniques. However, reflecting the trend of the
20th century, there are also pieces made with emphasis on function excluding decorations as
much as possible.

Various metalwork techniques are used such as casting, forging, carving and inlay,
utilizing the characteristics of metal. Each piece is made by artisans and workshops of each
country with traditional techniques and designs, mostly using material also produced in that
country, and reflects their culture and climate. In this exhibition, we will exhibit 35 sets of
dining vessels, ornaments, swords, various vessels and decorative dishes which are each
unique forms of various regions and countries. We hope you will enjoy the beautiful forms
and exoticism of the numbers of metalwork which were affectionately presented to the Royal

Family.
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List of Exhibits

America

1.
Silver “Apple”

H.11.0
United States of America

2.
Gold “Chrysanthemum”

H.12.0
Republic of Venezuela

3.
Silver Tea Set

Tea vessel H.15.7, Pipe H.23.9
Republic of Chile

Europe
4.
Silver Decorated Tray

H.2.7, D.39.0
Republic of Finland

5.
Silver Wine Vessel

With jewels, 17th century
H.38.5
Federal Republic of Germany

6.
Silver Tea Set

With ivory

Pot H. 18.5, Sugar bowl H.12.0, Milk
pitcher H.7.0, Tray L.49.0

Austria

1.,
Gilt Candlestick

With jewels
H.28.5
Kingdom of Belgium

8.
Silver Sugar Bowl

18th century, H.13.7
Ireland

9.
Silver Small Box

H.10.5
United Kingdom

10.
Silver Decorated Tray

D.16.9
United Kingdom

11.
Gilt “Fish”
With jewels

Large fish L.20.0
Spain

(Articulated)

Africa
12.
Gold and Silver Fruit Bowl

H.24.5
The Federal Democratic Repblic of Ethiopia

13.

Gold and Silver Sword
Decorated with Openwork
L.101.3

Kingdom of Morocco

With wood

14.

Silver Syrup Cup

19th century
Dish D. 13.7, Cup H.13.0
Arab Republic of Egypt

Asia
15.
Silver Decorated Sword

L.97.5
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

16.
Silver Water Pitcher and Cup

Water pitcher H.34.5, Cup H.8.4
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

17.
Gold Decorated Sword

With jewels
L.97.7
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

18.
Silver Vase and Tobacco Box

Vase H. 23.5, Tobacco box H.6.0
Syrian Arab Republic

19.
Gold Decorated Short Sword

1.27.3
United Arab Emirates

20.
Gold Decorated Sword

With jewels
L:102.7
United Arab Emirates

21.
Gold Decorated Sword

With jewels
L.101.8
State of Qatar

22.
Silver Tea Set

Water pitcher H.22.5, Cup H.5.3,
Tray D.25.5
Islamic Republic of Pakistan

23.
Silver Tea Set

Pot H.22.5, Sugar bowl H.13.5, Milk
pitcher H.12.0
Islamic Republic of Pakistan

24.
Silver Tea Set

Pot H.20.5, Sugar bowl H.15.0, Milk
pitcher H.15.0, Tray W.47.8

The Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka

25.
Silver Elephant

With jewels

H.24.7

The Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka

26.
Silver Wall Decoration

D.25.0
Kingdom of Nepal

27.
Gilt Lions

With jewels
H.31.0, Stand H.6.0
Kingdom of Nepal

28.
Silver Perfume Vessel

H.18.0
People’ s Republic of Bangla Desh

29.
Silver Tea Set

Tea vessel H.16.0, Sugar bowl H.11.5,
Milk pitcher H.8.6
Union of Myanmar

30.
Gold and Silver Tobacco Box

H.11.0.
Kingdom of Thailand

31.
Silver Lidded Vessel

H.28.5
Kingdom of Cambodia

32.
Silver Jewel Box

H.7.8
Malaysia

33.

Silver Tobacco Box
H.6.2

Malaysia

34.
Gold Decorated Short Sword

With jewels, wood, and ivory
L.69.0
Republic of Indonesia

35;
Silver Tea Set

Large pot H.19.6, Small pot H.15.6,
Tray D.47.3
Republic of Indonesia
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